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# Wives of Cabinet Members Object
§ of Two Attacks Already This
| in Social Warfare

Winter

ETTICONT wars have
P every  Administration
ington,  The
! of two such imbroglios has al-
i ready shaken the capital this winter,
T No sooner had the smoke of one battle

i cleared than another began.
{ ' The first clash was hetween the wives
| ‘of Representatives and the wives of
members of the Cabinet. The latter
hoisted the white flag.

The second declaration of war has
been made by the wives of Senators,
and aganin the women of the Cabinet are
the object of attack. Indeed, the lat-
" ter have been the chief victims or
\ Washington petticoat wars during the
B last generation. Soclally, they have also
been the most overworked women in
official life.

During each social season they keep
open house once a week, when they
"receive and serve refreshiments to vast
nssemblages of callers, some of them
“lunch route flends,” who have no ac-
B quaintance with their hostesses, They
i also receive with the President's wife at
the formal White House functions, m
' account of these many social obligations
b! they have hitherto been exempted from
ithe duty of returning calls in person,
il except upon persons of higher official
E rank. Usage has permitted them to re-
i turn other calls by card only,

(8 Unquestionably, the wives of the
n: Representatives rank below the wives
]

disturbed
in Wasn-
bang of the guns

@ of the Cubinet members in the soclal
¥ order of precedence, according to whiceh
s man's wife shares his official rank.

No one has disputed this social supe-

riority of Cabinet wives over Repre-

| pentatives' wives, nor have the latter de-
| 'inanded first calls of the former, But

“It so befell that somebody raked up

the old rule that Cabinet women should

'mot return calls, in person, upon their

. soclal inferiors, and by distorting the

facts 8o almed them at the

the House circle that the
offence.
There are

latter took

more new women in the
. House circle this winter than within
" many years. Few of the old social leads
. ers of the House circle remained In
" Washington. 8o the liveliest petticoay
war that Washington has seen in a
| dozen years was brewed.
' Boclal war correspondents went from
_camp to camp, fanning the flame, And
. Ainally Mrs. Willlam Jennings Bryan,
who, by virtue of her husband's pre
L miership, leads the Cabinet circle, cva-
i pitulated to the extent of Issuing a
E statement that the ladies of the Cabinet
*“intend, as far as possible, to return
such calls.” Inasmuch as there are
435 Representatives, Washington so-
fwwlety Is wondering how the women of
the Cablnet will get a quarter way
‘round this circle within the short soclal
peason, which lasts only from December
o Lent.
i But the petticoat war between the
F@enate and the Cabinet had meantime
Ebroken out. The wives of the Benate
K have borne a chip upon their shoul-
“ders ever since the passage of the law

|

women of |

of succession, which removed the Sen-
ate from the line of succession to the
Presidency in the event that the Presi-
dent should die while there was no
Vice-President. Formerly the ranking
member of the Senate, its president pro
tempore, was in the line of succession
to the Presidency, as was the Speaker
of the Houge, bhut by the law of suc-
cession Congress took itself out of the
line of successlon and put the Cabinet
in its place,

This hus been the basig of the sub-
sequent claim that the Cabinet out-
ranks the Senate, However, the Cabi-
net itself has not urged this claim. To
this day it has required its wives to pay
first calls upon the wives of SBenators.

“Fear of Senatorial power over our
husbands has prevented our open re-
volt,” sald a Cabinet wife, of several
Administrations back, commenting on
this concession. “The Jdemand by the
wives of Senators that we call upon
them first is a species of social black-

mail to which we are compelled to
submit.”
Why, then, do the matrons of the

Benate circle now declare social warfare
against the Cabinet elrcle? Not on ac-
count of a first-call grievance, but he-
cause, they complain, that at public ap-
pearances and official functions Cabinet
members and their wives have been
placed by the masters of ceremonles
before Senators and their spouses. 8o
the Senate's wives, in Amazonian pha-
lanx, have just now sent their general
to strike her scimitar three times upon
the tent of Mrs, Bryan and demand
precedence over Cabinet women at all
social functions of an official nature,

The Senate women have found an
eager and zealous champion in the
person of the widowed Senator Bacon
of Georgia, chairman of the Commitiee
on  Foreign  Relations, which deals,
among other matters, with usages per-
taining to our polite intercourse with
foreign courts,

The declaration of war has been in-
dited by Benator Bacon. In it he first
calls attention to the “fundamental and
controlling fact that the Coapstitution of
the United Btates creates mo offices ex-
cept that of the Presldency and Vice-
Presidency, the Bupreme Court and the
Congress, composed of the Benate and
House of Representatives.” “All other
offices of the United Btates, excepting
only three above mentloned, have been
created by act of Congress,"” wrote the
Benator, with the Cabinet especlally in
mind.

“It Is a plain proposition,” he added,
“that the creature cannot bhe greater
than the creator.” And he pointed out
that Congress can at any time abolish
any of these offices,

The social rank of the Cabinet wives
has been disputed not only by the ma-
trons of the Benate but also by those of
the Bupreme Court, and so vexed has
the question become that the White
House for some time has avolded the
issue by asking the Cabinet and Ita
wives to recelve with the President and

hig wife instead of assigknlng them &
definite place In the line of guests,

THE SUN,

LPETTICOAT WARS SHAKE SOCIETY IN WASHINGTOWN

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, 1914.

Jenator Bacon
of Georgra

One Cabinet office to which the Sen
ate might, “as a proper courtesy,”
vield precedence, Mr. Bacon concedes, is
that of Becretary of Btate, now filled by
Willlam Jennings Dryan. This Is he-
cause the premier of the Cabinet is the
immediate representative of the Presi-
dent In foreign relatlons and hecause
his office existed under the Confedera-
tion before the adoption of the Con
stitution and the creatlon of the I'resi-
dency,

A new order of precedence for home
officials, according to Mr. Bacon's no-
tions, therefore would be: President,
Vice-President, Supreme Court, Secre-
tary of Btate, Benate, House of Itepre-
sentatives and Cabinet.

This Innovation would place Mrs,
Bryan upon the social ladder above the
wives of the entlre Congress, Including
Mrs, Champ Clark, wife of the Speaker,
a lady 8o amiable that she will probably
make no remonstranee, At the same
time the other wives of the Cabinet will
be left five hundred and thirty-odd
rungs of the ladder below Mrs, Bryan.

The S8enate, hecause of its speclal
powers, has disputed the soclal rank
of every hilgh functionary In Wash-
Ington  except_ the Presldent and
Vice-President, and upon the theory
that “the creature cannot be greater
than the creator” it is to be wondered
that it did not claim precedence over
Presldent John Quincy Adams hecause
he was elected by Congress rather than
by the people, not to mention Vice-
Presldent Richard Johnson, who came
to office by the same route.

A bitter petticoat war resulted some
years ago from claims of Senators that
they preceded the Chlef Justice and the
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other members of the highest tribunal
of the land, which can undo what even
the Benate does. DBut in this encounter
the Senate capitulated,

Then came another feud between the
Senute matrons and those of the for-

vign Diplomatie Corps resident in Washe-
ington, Many old timers remember a
scene made at a fashlonable funetion
when a Senator's wife ralscd an uproar
hecause her host escorted to the dining
room not herself but the wife
ranking forelgn diplomat present,

One matron of the Senate cirele who
I8 not taking the present sgquabble very
much to heart I= Mrs, Bolwrt M. La Fol-
lette, wife of the Republican Senator
from  Wisconsin,  She  lwlleves,  like
Thomas JefMerson, that In a democracy
like ours there s no place for prece-
dence,  But Senator Bacon, although a
leader of the Jeffersonian party, says
that for Renators to “forego all dis-
tinetion® of rank” is “lmpossible in the
officlal clreles of Washington,” where
they will “prefer not 1o lw present at
any functlon, public or private, where
this proper rank is not recognized and
accorded to them.”

century ago would put an end to all of
these petticoat wars of the present time,
But It would also Lring out of such
social order as Is now malntained a
chaos which no oftficial of even a Demo-
cratic administration would risk.

The original order of precedence was
established by Washington after many
consultations  with  Adams,  Madison,
Jay and Hamilton, the latter's advies
prevaillmg. Adams consclentiously ohb.
served the code adopted by his illus-
trious predecessor, but Jefferson upset
with a vandalism comparable only o
that of the proverhial bull In the china
shop.

Branding it as “arvistocratic foppery,”

he laild aside the order of precedence,

of thel

ruling that all Federal officials shouid
be regarded as equal when broaght to-
gether in society He instructed that
his guests should take their places in
the order of their arrival at the Whits
House, To his receptions every one wis
admitted,  Many officials, denied pref-
erence in line, absented themselves,
And Dolly Madigson, who at these jams
had acted ag official hostess of the
widowed JefMerson, because she was th
wife of the Becretary of State, was
more than glad to revive the order of
precedence whemt her hustmind  suc-
ceeded the sage of Monticello,

But Jackson again threw the White
House open to all In the order of first
come, first served, and riots ensued, the
stute  parlors being nearly  wrecked,
Thercaflter the orderly code was again
invoked, and all subsequent  officlal
hosts and hostesses have been glad to

seek safe shelter beneath it
However, the strict order of prece-
dence came to be interpreted differently

by different official hosts and hostesscs,
This was o especially after the oll
Powers of Furope began to deem us
worthy of Ambassadors rather than
mere Ministers,  And thus until this
day you wiil find the President at White
House entertainments giving the Am-
bhagsadors precedence over the SBupreme
Court, but the Conzress, at all cere-
monies at the Capitol, giving the Su-

preme Court precedence over the Ame
bassadors,
"Sometimes two  great  Powers are

upon the eve of destroyving each othes
merely because two silly ladies have
squabbled,” was the great Napoleon's
warning to the wife of his Ambassador
departing for Lisbon,

The Emperor had diplomatic woes
generally in mind when he thus admon-
Ished the Duchess d'Abrantes, And that
sensitiveness which he feared in his day
I8 ever dreaded by our State Depart-
ment when it makes out the sehedule
of precedence for all executive functions
of an official nature

Bo the Diplomatic Corps causes more
anxiety than any other body of oflicinls
| resident in Washington,
and thelr wives refuse invitations *“to
meel” any one in Washington lower

Ambassadors

than the President and Viee-1'resident

What Jeffersonlan simplicity did mmr their wives, and they make first enlls
the order of precedence more than a| only at these two households and that
| of the Becretary of State,  For some

time this  ambassadorin® = prerogntjve
wis disputed by the late Chief Justice
II"Illl.--l‘. but when the point was referred
[ to Mrs, Roosevelt she vuled in favor of
the Ambassadors,

A protey fuse was hrewed some yvears
ago by an official dinner host who con-
ferred the seat of honor upon the Brit-
ish envoy, although the Spanish repres
sentative, who was dean of the Diplo-

protested forthwith, but the Secretary
of Btate, who was luckily present, rr--
stored the entente cordinle by inducing
his hostess to yield the honor place to
the dean-—anlways so called because he
is the foreign representative of longest
scrvice in Washington,

matic Corps, was present. The Bpaniard |
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Women in Official Society Are Vex«
Over Question of Social Prece-
dence—Senator Bacon’s Views

| bassador

and cautious hosts do net
[I\\n oflichals 'o the same dinner, 1
of a dispute which ean never W
trated,  onhers algo hesitate 1o
gether the Chiet Justice ard the
tary of Stat

Of conurse, it goes without sa
the wife of each high e

[Work precedence code,
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A row between the Cabinet and 1
matic Corps broke out during
cially chaotic regime of Jackson
whose Cabinet members outra
delicate sensibilities of the Frew
ister, Count Serrurier, by disp
plice in the state dinner process.
the upshot of it all was that the
sulked  without  while Old
viands were lwing enjoyed by ot

The Viece-I'resident’'s rank
puted by the dean of the 1y
Corps, Bir Julian Pauncefot
the Cleveland Administration o
'resident yvielded to the lirins)
sador, hut Mr. MceKinley 1ovar
raling on the ground that the
of President and  Vice«Proesid
inseparable and that the Viee«l"
bears the same relative rank
apparent to a foreign throne,

Whether the Vice-President 1o
Chief Justice is a question =till
n some drawing rooms= of th

W

his socinl rank, aceording 1ot

Now how do the wives of 1he
offfeinds stand on the socid b
The tiest Ly an the land s

By Mrs. Waodrow Wilson

The second Lady in the Land
Thomas 1L Marshall, wite of
L'resident,

The third Luiy
Jusserand, the wite ot the Freg
amd dean of o iy
Corps, This is the view of the
ment of Suate, which, Senator 1
mits adjusts sueh matters |
cording 1o the Congressicpal
tank shonld e given to Mo
Douglioss White, wife of the o
Hee, whom the State Dwpurin
after the Ambassadors’ woyves

Next comes Mrs. William |
Bryan and after her, in tln
pertment’s view, the other Lo
Cahinet, bt according 1o the
view, the wives of Senators

The tirst lady of the Senitt
Mies. Henrey Cabot Laodwe, with
senior Senator who has a4 w
This honor wonld go to the wil
prodident  pro tempore,
of Arkansas, had he o wite

The frst ldy of the Hooas
sentatives cirele is Mrs
wife of the Bpeaker,

New Year's Day (s alwaas
social Judgment in Washineto
then  that the President's m
ceremonies  lines up  oftieiald!?
eives each his rank in the orde
edence. Perhaps it was droad
wdeal that prompted the s
abandon hig New Year leve
But he was only postponing !
ble,
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